
 
 

 

 
 

CONGRESS 2001 
 
The club’s annual Congress has been a great 
success, from all viewpoints. Firstly, the 
attendance was again 27 tables in a year when 
congress entries are generally down. Secondly, the 
competition was fierce, with Arana members in 
contention for major prizes in Championship, 
Plate and Consolation categories. Very 
competitive catering prices allowed us to deliver 
the promised low entry fees and increased 
prizemoney. Club members outdid themselves to 
provide tremendous delicacies for morning and 
afternoon teas. The venue provided extremely 
good facilities, although space was very tight. The 
club’s thanks are due to the hardworking 
organizing committee, to the directing team, and 
to the many volunteers who worked on catering, 
publicity, wine selection, entry processing, car 
parking and of course, the raffle. The overall event 
created a profit of over $1000 for club funds, with 
about two-thirds of this coming from the raffle. 
(Take a bow, Jan and Kath.) 
 
ABF and QBA president Keith McDonald 
presented the prizes, and both he and director Reg 
Busch commented on the level of support for the 
event by the Arana club volunteers. They pointed 
out that this sort of support is often hard to sustain 
as clubs grow in size, and that it would be a pity if 
this team spirit were ever lost. 
 
Play was exciting in all categories, with all the 
desperates trying for qualifying position on the 
first day. Richard and Bob qualified comfortably 
for the championship, with Jenny and Darlene also 
qualifying in a great effort. Arana qualifiers for 
the plate included Jan and Kath, Liz and Barry, 
Val and Joyce, and Helen and Margaret-Ann. Gary 
and I qualified for a special consistency award by 
coming 9th out of 9 pairs in the morning and 2nd 

out of 9 in the afternoon, but made it into the 
plate. Our members in the consolation included 
Don and Ailsa, Alan and Muriel, Lorraine and 
Caroline, Val and Frank, Harry and John, Betty 
and Carol, and Julie Cutmore. 
 
On the final day, Richard and Bob gave the 
championship final a real shake, getting up to 
second place before slipping to fourth on the last 
round, still a great effort. (The very young Nathan 
van Jole and the experienced Margaret Millar won 
in a superb display). In the plate Helen and 
Margaret-Ann started slowly but finished strongly, 
taking third, while Val and Joyce were fifth, with 
the rest of us around the middle. Don and Ailsa 
slipped unluckily from 1st to 2nd. in the last round 
of the consolation, with Betty and Carol 6th. As we 
said to the visitors, the facilities next year will be 
great!  
BOB DANCER 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
PARKING  
A few surprise issues came up during the month, 
including the issue of parking near the current 
hall. When the issue blew up, the Pine Rivers shire 
council sent us a letter asking us to refrain from 
parking in any of the parking areas on the south 
side of the hall. This letter crossed in the- mail 
with our letter informing them of the measures we 
had already taken to reduce the parking problem, 
and suggesting that we be permitted to use the 
parking places near the playground. The shire 
council office has now agreed with our 
suggestions. Many thanks are due to the club 
numbers, including many of the committee 
members and some of our fit walkers, who have 
agreed to park elsewhere to reduce the problem. 
But for their efforts, we would by now have been 
banned from parking on the south side of the hall 
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altogether, and would have had our attendances 
severely reduced. We should take care that the 
problem does not recur gradually. 
 
SPORTS AND RECREATION CENTRE  
Gary Lynch’s regular reports are keeping members 
informed about progress on the new centre, but I 
would like to draw everyone’s attention to some of 
the implications for our members. The main ones 
are:- 
 
• The project started off as a bridge clubrooms 

but it soon became clear that government 
funds would be provided only for multi-club 
projects. At that point we included improved 
facilities for the football and cricket clubs and 
increased our grant requests to cover the 
complete cost of the new facilities. ,The 
project then became a multi-function Sports 
and Recreation Centre. ‘Bridge Clubrooms’ is 
simply incorrect. 

 
• Our bridge club will be the lessee and 

manager of the new facility, but will have 
legally enforceable obligations to the cricket 
and junior football clubs, and vice versa. The 
interior splits naturally into a bridge and 
community area, and a sports area. The main 
space including bridge hall, multi-function 
space, office, toilets and multi-function space 
will be available for bridge use at least seven 
days and six nights per week if required by 
the bridge club. In the meantime, unused 
timeslots can be let to other groups at 
favourable rates. 

 
• The cricket and football cubs, and possibly 

community groups, will have priority use of 
the main hall for a maximum of 47 Saturday 
nights per year. They will pay rent on each 
occasion, higher than simple cost recovery 
and lower than commercial rates. 

 
• Hire of the main hall will be attractive to the 

football club because they will be able to 
organise people to move chairs and tables, 
and to restore them later. Community groups 
will have to pay the labour costs of such 
moves, which will make the full hall less 
attractive to such groups. We therefore expect 
most community group rental to be of the 
smaller multi-function area, kept clear of 
chairs and tables. All rental will require bond 
payments to cover damage, and all rent levels 
will more than cover wear and tear of 

furniture, fittings and carpets, as well as 
power, water and air- conditioning costs. 

 
• The full kitchen/canteen will be available to 

the bridge club (free of charge) for special 
events, up to a limit of five days per year. 
There will be no football on the weekend of 
our annual congress, to prevent parking 
difficulties. Parking will need to be improved 
before we can schedule regular Saturday play. 

 
• Special attention has been paid to sound- 

proofing, with a sound absorbent wall 
between the sports and bridge areas, and a 
blank wall next to the football field. This 
sound-proofing means that air-conditioning 
will need to be used at all times if the hall is 
occupied by large groups, because there will 
be reduced natural ventilation. 

 
• The hall is designed to accommodate 30-35 

tables in normal use, or 40 tables for a 
congress, at a spacing slightly wider than that 
used at the larger Brisbane clubs. 
Development approval includes a possible 
extension to 55 tables. 

 
• Extensive financial modelling was done to 

confirm that the building could be supported 
by the club, and loans repaid, without any 
significant risk to the long-term welfare of the 
club. Since then membership has increased 
sharply, and the need for loans has reduced, 
so the position has improved even further. 
These models will be rechecked as soon as 
the final building quotes are available to us. 

 
WEBSITE 
Our new website is operational, and is easily 
accessed from either ABF or QBA sites. 
 
BOB DANCER. 
 

G. N. O. T. 
 
A total of 13 teams played in the Wednesday, 
Night GNOT. Ably directed by Diana Dick, it 
made for an exciting 3 nights of Bridge. Due to 
the number of teams the movement of 3 of the 
teams had to be done in a triangular style, meaning 
the scoring could not be done until 2 rounds had 
been completed. The first four place winners will 
go on to the next level Knock Out. In order of 
placing here are the team numbers.  
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First - Team 8 
Second - Team 5 
Third - Team 7 
Fourth - Team 3 
Fifth - Team 10 
Sixth - Team 1 
Seventh - Team 2 
Eighth - Team 13 
Ninth - Team 12 
Tenth - Team 4 
Eleventh - Team 9 
Twelfth - Team 6 
Thirteenth- Team 11 

 
Congratulations to all and come back again next 
year for the try for Gold Points. 
 

♠    ♥   ♦   ♣ 
 

LIBRARY LNES 
by Ilene Bishop 

 
Arana Bridge Club Librarian 

 
 
Larry Cohen claims in “ To Bid or not to Bid - 
The Law of Total Tricks”  (T5) that he with Marty 
Bergen in partnership let “ The Law of Total 
Tricks”  make their competitive decisions and “ 
found it to be far superior to any bridge player’s 
judgement” . 
 
He states that “ if any player were to read only the 
first two chapters in this book then he can promise 
that his or her bridge game would improve 
dramatically” . 
 
Using its simplest definition, The Law of Total 
Tricks states: The total number of tricks available 
on any deal is equal to the total number of trumps. 
This means the combined total tricks available to 
both sides if they play in their best (longest) fit 
and total trumps means the combined total of 
cards in both sides’ best trump fit. 
 
ie.  N-S is a 5-4 spade fit  =   9 
 E-W is a 4-4 diamond fit  =   8 
Total number of tricks and trumps = 17 
 
N-S might be able to take l0 tricks = 10 
E-W might be able to take 7 tricks  =   7 
 17 
 

Two factors which will not change the total trick 
count are:  
1. Location of high cards. Finesses that are 

onside for one pair will be offside for the 
other. The total trick count is constant. 
 

2. Distribution of the suits. Bad breaks for one 
side translate into good breaks for the other. 
The total trick count is constant. 

 
In chapter II are charts for 17, l8, 19 total tricks - 
nobody vulnerable and obviously explanations of 
how the system works. 
 
Cohen states that:  

The Law of Total Tricks logic (charts) leads 
us to an absolute rule:  

Never outbid the opponents on the 
three level with 16 trumps and 

Always outbid the opponents on the 
three level with 18 trumps. 

 
Further chapters discuss minor and major 
adjustments of the Law, no trump and the Law, 
etc. Each chapter has a review and a quiz to help 
you consolidate your thoughts. 
 
This is not a book for a quick fix, light reading, or 
a rapid scan before a bridge day. It takes quite a 
bit of concentration (at least it did for me) to 
follow the entire concept, but its up to you to 
decide whether you and your partner wish to 
incorporate the Law into your play. 
 
 

♠    ♥   ♦   ♣ 
 
 

CLAIMS - PROTECT YOURSELF 
 
How often has this happened to you,? Declarer 
shows his/her cads and says, “ the rest are mine!”  
and a great debate follows (sometimes loudly and 
with emotion!) This is what is called a “ Contested 
Claim” . 
 
The Laws say that play ceases after a claim is 
made - NO exceptions (Law 68D). So when 
someone at the table says, “ Oh, let’s play it out” , 
it is illegal to continue to play. You must CALL 
THE DIRECTOR who then adjudicates. He will 
normally give any “ doubtful”  trick to the non- 
claiming side! 
 
If you are the declarer and want to make a pain-
free claim, then you need to make “a statement of 
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clarification as to the order in which cards will be 
played, the line of play or defence through which 
(you propose) to win the tricks claimed”.  (Law 
68C). 
 
In a suit contract it is wise to specifically mention 
the trump position, e.g. “ all the trumps having 
been drawn” , or “ drawing one more round of 
trumps” . Then the opponents (as well as the 
director, if the claim is contested) will know that 
you have not forgotten where they are. 
Even though it might be obvious to you that you 
will win all the following tricks, you need to allow 
a few moments for your opponents to follow your 
line of reasoning and consider if they agree. They 
will be able to make that decision quicker, if you 
explain yourself clearly from the beginning. 
 
You might now feel that you will only claim when 
it is totally, obvious or not at all. However, keep in 
mind that Law 71B4 says that, “ As a matter of 
courtesy a player should refrain from prolonging 
play unnecessarily (as in playing on although he 
knows that all of the tricks are surely his) for the 
purpose of disconcerting an opponent.”  
 
 Sue Kelso 
 
(reprinted from the QBA Bulletin – Nov-Dec 
2000) 
 

Bridge Hand of the Month 
by Eddie Kantar 

 
  ♠ A Q 7 6 
  ♥ Q J 10 8 
  ♦ – – 
  ♣ K Q 7 4 2 
 ♠ 4 3  ♠ 8 5 
 ♥ K 4 2  ♥ A 3 
 ♦ K Q J 8  ♦ 10 9 7 6 5 3 2 
 ♣ 9 6 5 3  ♣ J 8 
  ♠ K J 10 9 2 
  ♥ 9 7 6 5 
  ♦ A 4 
  ♣ A 10 
 
Dealer – North 
Vul – East-West 
 
 W N E S 
  1♣ P 1♠ 
 P 4♠ P 6♠ 
 P P P 

West Leads the K♦. Given a temporary reprieve, 
how do you plan to recover? 
 
As often happens, you are not in the best contract, 
but the opening lead has given you a second life. 
What you have to do is use partner’s clubs for 
three heart discards. In other words, what is the 
best play in clubs for five tricks? 
 
The answer is to lead a club from dummy to the 
♣10 in your hand. It only hurts for a little while. 
Besides, your play wins whenever East has ♣Jx, 
♣Jxx or ♣Jxxx. This is a better bet than hoping 
clubs are 3 – 3 and playing the ace-king-queen. 
 
THE BOTTOM LINE:  
When the dummy comes down and you see you 
are in the wrong contract, do not let the opponents 
know it! More “ wrong”  contracts have been 
made than you can shake a stick at. One or both 
opponents may not realize what trouble you are in 
until it is too late... unless of course, you let them 
know. 
 
The best play for five tricks with an A l0 facing 
KQxxx is to lead low to the ten. Ditto for K 10 
facing AQxxx, or even Q 10 facing AKxxx. 
 
 
 

Important dates 
• 12 June – Tuesday Teams (Wk 1 – red points) 
• 19 June – Wk 2 Tues Teams 
• 23-24 June – Sunshine Coast Honeysuckle 

Pairs 
• 24 June – BBC Novice Pairs 
• 26 June – Wk 3 Tues Teams 
• 30-1 July – Gold Coast Butler Pairs 
• 7 July – Mackay Pairs 
• 8 July – QCBC Qld Graded Pairs 
• 11 July – Judy Valentine Teams Wk 1 (red 

points) 
• 14 July Caloundra Novice Pairs 
• 18 July – JV Teams Wk 2 
• 25 July – JV Teams Wk 3 


